


This ancient wonderworking Icon is located on Mt. Athos at the Monastery of Dochiarou.  The 
monastery’s tradition dates the time of the writing of this Icon to the 10th Century, when St. 
Neophytos (co-founder of the Monastery) was Superior.

In 1664, the Steward, Nilos, passing through the dining-hall at night with a flaming torch, heard 
from the Icon of the Theotokos which was hanging over the door, a voice, appealing to him not 
to pass by here in the future in order not to blacken the Icon with smoke. The Monk thought that 
this was a practical joke by one of the brethren, and, disregarding the sign, continued to pass 
through the dining-hall with the smoking torch. Suddenly he was struck blind!

With bitter repentance, Nilos prayed before the Icon of the Mother of God, beseeching her for-
giveness. And again he heard the wondrous voice, announcing forgiveness and returning his 
sight, while commanding all of the brethren to proclaim: From this time forth, this My Icon will 
be called She Who Is Quick To Hear, because to all who come to it will be revealed quick mercy 
and complete forgiveness. The Most-Holy Theotokos fulfilled then and even now fulfils her 
promise manifesting quick help and consolation to all who hasten to her with faith.

In Russia, copies of the wonderworking Athonite Icon, She Who Is Quick To Hear, were always 
regarded with great love and honor. Many of these have been glorified with miracles and indi-
vidual cases of healings from epilepsy and frenzy have been especially mentioned. A copy of this 
Icon, from Mt. Athos, is to be found in the iconostasis of the monastery church at the Orthodox 
Monastery of St. Tikhon of Zadonsk in northeastern Pennsylvania.

After a four-month journey from Mount Athos, on May 29, 1906, the monastery of St Tikhon’s 
in the village of South Canaan PA – the first Orthodox monastery in America - was gifted by 
Athonite monks with a copy of the Icon of the Mother of God  “She Who is Quick to Hear” whose 
prototype remains on Mount Athos to this day. Faithful gathered from far and near in anticipa-
tion of its arrival and a solemn and joyful procession formed at a nearby train station to escort 
the icon to its new permanent location in America where it would serve as an inspiration to mo-
nastics and where all pious pilgrims could venerate it and be healed and consoled by the inter-
cessions of the Mother of God before Her Divine Son, as was the case for some nine centuries on 
Mount Athos where countless miracles were attributed to the veneration of this precious icon.

The holiness of this blessed image is magnified in the holy relics within it of seven saints of the 
ancient Church including the Unmercenary Healers Cosmas and Damian, and Gregory Palamas 
of Thessalonica. It is also of note that the Hierarchs Tikhon and Raphael who accompanied the 
icon to St Tikhon’s Monastery and five of those mentioned in its inscription have been canonized 
as saints of the Holy Orthodox Church. The icon is thus a most precious treasure; of St Tikhon’s 
Monastery and of all pious pilgrims who come from throughout the world to venerate it, seeking 
the intercessions of the Mother of God before Her Divine Son.




